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 The author is a Research Specialist in the Ministry of 

Planning, Housing and the Environment, 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago. Since 1991, he 
has been a consultant in the private sector on a 
number of Planning Studies, Environmental Impact 
Assessments and Social Impact Assessments.  The 
comments and views of this paper and presentation 
are entirely those of the author and are not 
necessarily that of the Ministry of Planning, Housing 
and the Environment or of the Statutory Approval 
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emerging-refrigerants worked well
 Not an issue facing only Third World cities
 NYC- sewage – CSOs in East River- still 

occurring, no consensus how to address 
the issue – but public largely unaware!
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 Meeting the needs of low income not a 
priority- invisible people (>3Bn)

 If made a priority/ responsibility then there 
is opportunity cost of doing nothing

 Governance issues is key
 Property rights= reshaping this to reflect 

environmental entitlements
 Air pollution and water pollution laws-

IAIA2010 Geneva, Switzerland

penalties, legal requirement to address
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 Part of physical planning standards
 Standards must be relevant

– Too much focus on planning for cars
– Power lines under ground

 Infrastructure costs can be as high as ½ of 
total “housing cost” for detached housing

 More high density housing- less costly
 Tremendous saving potential- more viable 
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How to Finance the Transition

 Different approaches to physical planning
 Focus on making cities and urban areas 

more efficient
 Make cities and urban areas more livable
 Infrastructure development needed
 Avoid the costly mistakes when 

environmental values are not incorporated 
in decision making
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 Trinidad & Tobago- 0.1% on Gross 

Revenue- from market- for Green Fund
– But funds not used to mitigate these issues
– Opportunity to raise large amounts of revenue

 Do not exempt companies with tax 
holidays from environmental taxes 

 Support technologies that reduce the cost 
of going green to make green positive, 
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 Public infrastructure funding from IDB / 

WB etc loans at zero interest rates
– Bailout financial systems- Need to bailout all of 

us, Environment is Global Commons Issue as 
well

 SDRs (IMF) from Financial Markets- Soros
 Operation and maintenance from user fees, 

property taxes- occupiers.
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 Government role in housing- more 
important in urban context (not sprawl or 
squatting) Lesson of Haiti here
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How to Finance the Transition
 Reiterate infrastructure development 

reduces cost of housing services & basic 
needs 

 Finance Maintenance from user fees
 Bottom line is these can be financed from 

the market place
 Important role of government , especially 

in eliminating subsidies that support 
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 Need to start doing things differently

– Not just identify issues, but suggest ways of 
financing and legislation for meaningful 
assessment & public consultation

 Since Commons issue – use cross border 
scenarios where laws are absent or weak

 Valuation and Pricing, often ignored, need 
to be looked at very closely
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